
Genesee County Drain Commissioner Division of Water and Waste 
Services (GCDC-WWS) adopts Gold Shovel Standard 

GCDC-WWS implements cutting edge safety standards for the communities they serve. 
 
The Genesee County Drain Commissioner’s Water and Waste Services Division (GCDC) 
recently joined Gold Shovel Standard (GSS), a nonprofit organization committed to 
improving workforce and public safety, as well as the integrity of underground 
infrastructure. Gold Shovel Standard provides a common platform where those 
seeking to better protect their local underground infrastructure and prevent life-
threatening damages in their community can pool their collective information and 
expertise to significantly reduce damages and improve safety. GCDC-WWS will be able 
to measure excavation performance and reduce risk to networks in their service area. 
 
“We set up a MISS DIG 811 GSS committee comprised of excavation industry 
professionals, including GCDC-WWS as a charter member,“ MISS DIG 811 Executive 
Director Bruce Campbell says, “and this is a tremendous step towards the vision of a 
safer Michigan, particularly with all of the growth and excavation happening here, 
using Gold Shovel Standard.” 
 
“Providing the highest level of safety, quality of service, and peace of mind to the 
residents of our system is extremely important to us,” said Drain Commissioner Jeff 
Wright. “Gold Shovel Standard is an established program that is straightforward to 
adopt and we can utilize it to reduce damages to underground infrastructure, 
maximize efficiency, and avoid wasteful use of resources in the various communities 
we serve.” 
 
One of the goals of Gold Shovel Standard is that more than half of North American 
municipalities rely on GSS certification and metrics when hiring, establishing or 
renewing franchise rights and offering permits by the end of 2025. GCDC-WWS’s 
implementation of GSS sets the stage for the multiplier effect as the municipalities 
served by GCDC-WWS also join. 
 
“People deserve to live and work in communities that provide safe and reliable 
services, and the integrity of underground infrastructure is a key component of 
delivering that promise,” said Dave Mauerman, Chief Membership Officer for Gold 
Shovel Standard. “One of the measures of a healthy community is the safety and 
reliability of its infrastructure.” 
 
 
About GCDC-WWS 
 
Genesee County Drain Commissioner Division of Water and Waste Services operates 
their own water supply system.  Genesee County owns and operates a state-of-the-art 
treatment plant. The highest quality source water from Lake Huron is delivered to 
their plant via the Karegnondi Water Authority.  The water is then treated by some of 
the most expert water operators in the country, and rigorously tested at several 
different levels.  GCDC also operates one of the larger sewer systems in the State of 
Michigan, and maintains both sewer and water operations for many of the 
municipalities in its service area.   



 
GCDC-WWS provides a varying level of water and sewer services to multiple 
municipalities, including: Burton City, Clayton Township (Twp), Clio City, Davison 
Twp, Flint Twp, Flushing City, Flushing Twp, Gaines Twp, Gaines Village, Genesee 
Twp, Grand Blanc City, Grand Blanc Twp, Lennon Village, Montrose City, Montrose 
Twp, Mt. Morris City, Mt. Morris Twp, Mundy Twp, Richfield Twp, Swartz Creek City, 
Thetford Twp, Venice Twp., Vienna Twp. 
 
About Gold Shovel Standard 
 
Gold Shovel Standard (GSS) is a nonprofit organization committed to improving 
workforce and public safety and the integrity of buried infrastructure. GSS believes 
that greater transparency in all aspects of damage prevention among buried-asset 
operators, locators and excavators is essential to drive continuous improvement, and 
vital to increasingly safe working conditions and communities. The Website is 
www.goldshovelstandard.org. 
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http://www.goldshovelstandard.org/

